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Ottawa in July 1932, and it was proposed to form a British
Empire Economic Block. Up to that time England's
policy had been that of Free Trade, and she had had no
exclusive markets of her own, like America and Germany,
who had adopted Protection. As, however, her industries
were declining and the markets were being invaded by
others, she decided to try the economic block system to
provide herself with closed markets. She invited the co-
operation of all members of the Empire in supporting her
textile industries, and proposed that they should grant
increased preference to British goods and that the duties
imposed should be specific instead of ad valorem. Resolutions
designed to protect the wool, cloth, and iron industries were
passed. And, in fact, a uniform tariff policy was agreed upon.
But there were many obstacles and difficulties in the
way of translating these principles into practice.
So long as England's relations with her Dominions were
those of an industrial with an agricultural country, co-
operation was possible, but they were rapidly ceasing to
be so. The Dominions were prepared to put England before
a foreign country, but not before themselves. Canada had
openly adopted the slogan, 'Canada first*, and in this
respect the others were not far behind her.
A question at issue has been the decline in the amount
of wheat exported from Canada to England since the
Ottawa Conference. All the Dominions have their own
interests to consider, and harmonious co-ordination of the
whole is extremely difficult.
The relations between England and the Self-governing
Dominions, and between the Dominions themselves are so
complicated that the resolutions of the Ottawa Conference
do not fulfil the fundamental requirements of an economic
block.
Father and sons.
As M. Siegfried has so well put it, England and the Self-
governing Dominions are like a father and his sons who
have married and set up for themselves. The sons will not
allow|the old man any say in the family affairs. They are
jealous^of each other's success. The father is proud of the
way they have got on, and never tires of saying 'Look what
I've done !'